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An ACCOUNT of Mrs. FITZHERBE RY. 


(With an elegant Engraving of that celebrated Lady ) 


EEMING it our duty to furnifh infor- 
mation coficerning fuch perfons as 
may at any time become the objects of pub- 
lic attention, we fhall, for the entertainment 
of our readers in the prefent month, leave 
beth the great and the learned, to pay our 
reipects to a lady, whofe fame is, in a great 
mealure, owing to her perional accomplifh- 
ments ; whole talents are {poken of in terms 
of high admiration ; and who may hereaf- 
ter furnifh materials for a few pages in the 
works of the Englith hiftorian. 

The caprices of youth, the influence of 
beauty, the charms of wit, or the neglect of 
prudential rules, when oppofed to an irre- 
hitible and all-fubduing paffion, are themes 
upon which we might dilate for feveral 
pages. ‘The confiderations arifing from furch 
lubjects will, however, hardly efcape the ob- 
lervation of even the moft abfent reader. — 

Jn the walks of private life, we fee a great 

portion of the unhappinefs of mankind 
flow from thefe fourcesi In public life, 
they have overturned empires, deluged king- 
“oms with blood, and entailed mifery on 
millions of human fpecies. 

Mrs. Fitzherbert is the daughter of Wal- 
ter Sinith, Etg; formerly of Tonge Caflle, 
im Shropfhire, and niece of Sir Edward 
Smith of A@on Burnell, in the fame coun- 
'y, of Lord Sefton, and of Mrs. Errington 
of the Stable Yard St. James’s. She was 

in Oétober 17°56, and married, firft, 
a Weld, Efg; of Lulworth. Caftle, in 
‘he county of Dorfet, a widower; who dy- 
~ fhe united hertelf in marriagé with 

May. May, 5786. 












































ame ———— Fitzherbert, El; of Swine 
nerton, in Staffordfhire, a gentleman who 
fell a facrifice to the riots in the.year 1780. 
Ide had been a fpectator of the devaftations 
made at Lord Mansfield’s houfe in Blooms- 
bury-fquare, and heated himlelf extremely 3 
in.which ftate returning home, he impru- 
dently went into a cold bath, which pro- 
duced a fever that killed him. Mrs, FPitz- 
herbert foon afterwards went abroad, but 
having lately been noticed by a great per- 
fonage, fhe has appeared in the gay world 
with remarkable iplendour and diftinétion. 
In what charaéter fhe is to be confidered, 
whether as wife or widow, conjecture alone 
can be exerted. Many vague and impro- 
bable rumours have been calculated, man 
improhbabilities pee egyy | alferted. With 
much falfehood there i likely to be fome 
{mall portion of truth; but in what degree, 
as we prefume not to be at prefent fuily ac- 
quainted with, we fhall not venture to mif- 
lead our readers with the reveries of creduli- 
ty or the hardinefs of mifinformation. If it 
fhould appear that the public are interelled 
in the domeftic concerns of any perfon’s 
private life, we doubt not but the wifdom of 
the great council of the nation will be pro- 
perly employed in inveftigating truth and 
filencing falfchoody in order for the prevene 
tion of future mifchicf. Should it, how- . 
ever, be found that it no ways imports the 
community at large, we fhall not hefitate to 
pronounce any further inquilition to be both. 
unneceflary, and impertinent; and under 
= ~~ fhall cat another gpportu- 
. 
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nity (if any fuch hall offer) poftpone any 
further confiderations on the prelent iub- 
ject. 


The original of the following paper was com- 
municated to Mr. Maty by his Grace the 
Duke of Chandos. His Grace found it 
amongit' the late Duke’s papers, and ap- 
prchends it to be a copy of a letter pre- 
fented to George I. at the time his Grand- 
father was governor of the African com- 
pany. It is printed verbatim and litera- 
tim from the original. | 


From my Great and principal Palage of Abo- 
mey tw the Kingdom of Dawbomay and 
Empire of Pawpow, January 17206. 

Great Prince, 


EING intormed and fenfible of your 
mighty wars, grandeur and power over 


other kings and kingdoms, makes me fend 


home your fubjeé&t Bulfinch Lambe, whom 
wee call Yewo or White Man, not having 
any in our kingdom hefore; though my 
brother and father before me made conficer- 
able offers to the kings of Ardah, kings 
W hidah and Jacquin, to permit and encou- 
rage one to come to us that we mought fee 
what wee had fo much heard of, and look 
upon, as it were allmoft caqual to our Gods, 
though many of my common fubjeés ne- 
ver thought of fuch people being in the 
world, till I made a captive of the faid 
white man, at mv conqueft over the great 
king and kingdom of Ardah; my country 


‘ being from the great wattcrs or fea about 


300 miles, which we nor any of our fub- 
jects was ever permitted to come to fee (un- 
kfs when made flaves of) ; for it was im- 
poflible to come thare without paffing thro’ 
the country of the then great king of Ar- 
dah, alfo the Widahs or Jacquins country, 
which they would not pernit te 

I hope this may be a means of making 
me known to your majefly and trading 
fubjedts to thele parts, and as a token of my 
detired friendhhip and alliance fend by him 
to your majefty, a prelent of fourty flaves, 
and if you defire it fourty times fourty are 
at your fervice ; the other fourty which I 
have given him he is to make ule of as he 
thinks fitt, to enable him to return to me 
again, and bring back with him his linguif- 
ter Adome Oronoco Als Captain Tain, for 
whom Ihave a great valew. Your African 
company, of which I underfland you are 
the chief, Tam informed dofe not trade fo 
much as ulal, by reafon thay want your 
amg and encoragement, as formerly 
they 


from your predeceffors ; but now 


hope and berg you'l promote trade ‘to thefe 
parts, and they fhall find much better ufage 
and. treatment than they did in the reign of 
the arbitrary king or emperor of Ardah and 


= 


TI am mightily furprifed atone thing th; 
white man tells me amongtft others, which 
is, that hereafter thare will be a refti 
of all things, no more warrs, no more 
nor no more people : die we. mutt, that we 
fee daily, but the other ftartlefs me : for af. 
ter death we certainly believe we thall be 
fomething in the other world as well as thie 
and who fhall be afraid to die which x. 
thing fo common. 

[ mutch admire the white man’s way of 
a by way of writing, ‘the 
knowledge of which and other things your 
God has given you beyond us, by whick 
means you know his ways, wee think and 
believe him to be the greateft of Gods, and 
that he has appointed our gods or feteathes 
torule, govern, direct, kill, or deflroy us 
as we act. By fe 

But we think it very ftrange that your 
goed, laws, and cuftoms, confine {fo crest 
a king to one wife, and that the women 
have and are allowed fo much DOWEr as wee 
here ; they are even to reign over men—. 
but no more of that, cuftoms of countries 
differ, 

This white man I have detained near this 
three years, to inform me as much as be 
could of your manners, cuftoms, and laws, 
and withall till I had fubdued other petty 
kingdoms, and made myfelf fole monarck 
down to the fea; and then in land | have 
work enough for many years, fo that thare 
will nor fhall be any want of flaves. 

I have yet that proud king and people of 
Widah to fubdew, who vainly think them- 
felves above my power ; but 1’] let them fee 
thare is no withftanding the Dawhomayns 
unlefs thare own gods fight againit them. 


tution 
trade, 
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By this white man’s means or perfuafions, © 


I have defifted for this year paft, and have 
likewife forborne going on Jacquin (who 
fince have: fubmitted themfelves, and be 
come tributary to me), he telling me that 
it would be a difcouragement to trade, and | 
fhould frighten away the white men, for 
whom J have great vallew ; but now I find 
] have no way to bring the Widahs under 
but by foarce, it muft be done, and when! 
fend my general and captain of war onau 
arrent, they muft not com back without 
fuccets. 

My grandfather was no warryer, and 
only enlarged his deminions by conquering 
onc kingdom; my father nine ; but my hiro 
ther fought feventy-nine battles, in which he 
fubdewed feveral petty kingdoms ; but my- 
felf have fought two hundred and nine bat- 
tles, in wich I have fubdewed many great 
kings and kingdoms, fome of which a 
continually revolting and keeps me ¢a 
ploved. 

v computation T can fend near 500;90° 
armcd and well fkilled man to battle, that 
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being what all my fubjects are bread to (but 
che women ftay at home to plant and ma- 
nure the earth). I allo keep a fufficient 
number 0% armed forces about me, leaft I 
fhould be attacked or furprifled from the 
northward, eaftward, or weltward, and my 
army gone to the fouthward, : 

Roath] and my predeceflors were, and are, 
ret admires of fire arms, and have almoft 
‘atirely left of the ule of bows and arrows, 
tho’ much nearer the fea ufe them, and 
other fathioned weapons, as fcrzgged {pears, 
and afhort fort of a batt or fick, with a 
larce nobb at the and, which they fo dextri- 
oully throw, that whatever it hitts it prodi- 

‘oufly bruifes and wounds; but we think 
none better than the gun, and a neree forte 
of a mufkeet, or cutlafs, which we make 
ourfelves, and will cleave as a broad ax.— 
Could wee but come into the fecret of mak- 
ing powder, or be better fupplyed, I fhould 
{pent vaft quantities in my diverfion, having, 
at the conqueft of Ardah, feverall pieces of 
canon, which was thought a great thing to 
be brought up fo far as thare ; but my peo- 
ple brought them up to me, with teveral o- 
thers I have fince purchafed, which has beea 
very difficult and troublefome to bring by 
hand, fo farr in-land ; but my people ftick 


or ftop att nothing to ferve me, for I reward 


them well, and punifh them well according 
to their delerts, a rule with me in govern- 
ment. 

As I acknowledge you the greateft of 
kings, under your Union Flag which I have 
taken upon me to hoift, I drink your ma- 
jefty’s health, and fhould oftner, only Lam 
obliged allways to keep a fufficient magazine 
of powder, for fear of being attacked by 
fome great countries, wich are beyond and 
wide of mg; but as they are att a vaft dif- 
tance, and muft be a confiderable time a 
coming, I have always time to prepare to 
receive them, as wee did in my brother’s 
reigne, the Great Nullew Yowzie Cawtow 
Hallecewtraste ‘Tropa King o° Wimey, who 
with his army of feveral hundred thoutands, 
were deilroyed (myfelf being then head ge- 
neral). The king’s lead we have preferved 
tothis day, with flefh and hare on; the 
heads of his generale wee diftinguithed by 
giving them place on each fide of the doors 
of our.Feteath houfes ; and his under cap- 
tains of warr’s heads have paved all before 
the doors; and the head of the common 
foldiers we fhatt round the walls of the pal- 
lace of our ance *urs, as clofs as they can lye 
one by another; and fince that I have been 
© fortunate in warr, that I have not only 
completed that (which is in circumference 
about three miles) but three-fourths of my 
own houfe before I was a king, which is a- 
bout a mile and a half sa and hope in 
“ine to complete the out-walls of all my 
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reat houfes in the fame manner, which are 
in number feven, and contains my wifes, 
which are in number at Ieaft as many thou- 
fands, befides houfehold flaves, but no man 
fleeps within the walls of any of them after 
fun-fet but mylelf. 

My houles under myfelf is entirely go- 
verned by my chief wifes, with all the eale 
imaginable, unlefs door-keepers and their 
affifiants, who are always a bobufk fort of 
women flaves. I have no diflurbance or 
controverfies whatever, either amongft my 
wifes or other fubjects, every one knowing 
thare duty, place, and ftatien; for if any 
tranfgrefs againft my laws or cuftoms, or att 
leaft them of my fare-fathers, thay mutt 
fuffer by death, and fometimes not in my 
sower to fave them, without violating the 
it of my gods, kingdom, and predecel- 
fors, and bring thare curfe on me and conn- 
try: however, I never give fentence with- 
out fufficient proof, or the god convicting 
them by thare taking the fateafh, and after 
that I have fometimes endeavour to make tt 
up by thare contrition, and fome offerings 
to the gods and my deceafed relations, who, 
wee firmly believe, has a power of reveng- 
ing any wrongs done tq them by violating 
the laws and cuftoms of thare country and 
anceftors, and that it is in thare power alfo 
to profper us or fruftrate our defigns, nay, 


“even to take away our lives. 


I hope you, or att leaft your trading fub- 
jects, will ¢id me back this white man as 
governor or chief over other white men and 
women, to live in my country, and they 
fhakl have as many of my fubjects as they 
defire to affi{t them in building a caftle, fort, 
houle, or houles as they fhal! think fit and 
convenient for trade, — 

When I fend my forces againft, Widah, 
as I fully propofe to do, I fhall give orders - 
to my Generals to take care not to hurt any 
of the white man’s goods, or perfons, if 
they keep in their fort and factory; but if 
they come in a warlike manner to affilt’the 
kingsand people, and happen to be kill’d or 
wounded, muft not blame me or people. 

The white man will informe your mer- 
chants traders to my country what I defire 
and is fitt for me, forthare is nothing fo 
coftly, rich, and fine, but what le pur- 
chate, even toa thoufand flaves for any fin- 
gle thing (that may be worth it), he knows 
what I’te like, befides the common comino- 
dities, as guns, powder, cowries, our mo- 
ney, &c. 

For as There you are the greateft of white 
kings, fol think myfelf the greateft of black 
Ones, Or emperor, having now fo many kings 
under me who dirfte not come into my pre- 
fence without falling flat onthe ground, and 
ribbing their mouth nine times in the duit 
before they open it to/peakto me; and when 

F f2 I confer 
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I confer any dignities or favours on them, 
bs the foles of my feet with the haire of 
their ies 


S$, throwing duft over themfelves, 
4 makeing the very fkics ring with thares 
and there peoples acclamations; but this 
only as to my own people and fybjects; as 
tothe white man. he always fat in a chair 
mm my prefence as I did, and always fhew’d 
him the fame compliments as he fhew’d me, 
and fhal] contmue to all white man the fame, 
according to their ftations. 

My cuftoms differ very much from them 
of the kings of Ardah ; for they, after be- 
ing made ta never went out of dores, 
or abroad. to be feene-by the common people, 
but always indulged and diverted themfel ves 
in the fmall compats of thare palace amongft 
there wives, who .was under the care att o- 
ther times of there evenucks ; and att the 
conqueft of that country I took feveral of 
them along with his wife’s; the women | 
thought good to add to my owne, as we ef- 
team curtelves » and are looked upon by all 
neighbouring nations the greater and richer 
the more we have ; but as to the evenucks 
(a ufelefs fort cf fellows) I gave them back 
to his fon with fome thouiands of his old 
people and relations. On my reftoring him 
to his kingdom, which is now tributary to 
yor, with the reft of his dependant kingdoms, 
nine of whofe princes came in one month to 
be re-enftated by me, which I did with the 
fame ceremony as formerly done by the 
kings of Ardah, which js as tollows : ViZe 
Being aflembled, they fignificc! to fome of 
them, that they are come to fubmitt them- 
felves and countrys to me, and that for ever 
after they will owne no one to be the great 
king or emperor but me and my fuccefiors, 
denying any allegiance to the king of Ar- 
dah (which was killed in the conqueft), and 
now, as it ware in the builes pretends a 
write of having the great King or emperor, 
though J have gett it by force or arms, and 
the fon of the late king has been made by me 
ia the fame manner as the iirft; but if he 
bas not a great care, he and his adferents 
may chance to %are the faine fate as his bro» 
ther did, ter L] have his head if poffibvle ; 
but as te the ceremeny, it being fignified to 
yac as before, I order a fiik gound, hatt, 
chair, and-toard to be brought out by fepa- 
sate perions, and carried before me to the 

rince who is to receive them, he being on 
sis knees, I order him to rifle and receive 
them; upon which two of my old oves or 
judges vefte him with the gound end hatt, 
then I feat him in the chair and deliver to 
him the joard, wich he is to be afliftant to 
me with, aud defend his country againft 
snv of our cnemics ; this being done, he 
rics from the chaire, falis on the ground, 
and kifles it nine times, and between every 


thiecy clapping hs hands ina very regular 
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manner, the fame is done by aff his cabo. 
fhiers and people about him, which I 
{wer by a clapping of my hands fandiny 
after this he remaines on his knees, o; fit 
or lying on the ground ; for he’s nop oa 
on any thing above it in my preience; af, 
that time, the chaire being for his owne hovts 
amongdt his dwnte fubjects ; after this ] dif 
mifs him with giving him and people feveral) 
prefents of clauth, corall, brandy, pipes, 
and tobacca, and a fume of money to bare 
there expences home, they being pleafed 
with the reception they mett with, and{ 
with haveing added a kingdom to my do. 
minions. | 

We have acuftom, which is quite contra- 
ry to Ardahriens—J am obliged to go out x 
different times in the year, and ftrow ereat 
quantities of goods and money amongil the 
common people, and make facrifices to ou 
gods and fore-fathers, fometimes of flaves 
(which cuftom I have much broken) fome- 
times of horfes, other times of oxen, and 
other creatures. 

Ivery often befides love to go abroad 
about eight or ten miles an end, in what is 
called by the Portuguefe 4 furpentine > not 
but that I have many fine chaires, but do 
not like to truft to my people’s carrying 
them, not being fo much uled to them as 
the other. When I am out I fix myfelf un- 
der fome great fhadey tree ; wharel view 
what number of armed people I have ready 
in two or three hours; by this time up 
comes two or three hundred o! my inferiour 
wifes, the chief favourites being about my 
perfon in fundry ftations, fome to fan ani 
cool me, others to keep the flies away with 
whifks, others holding my armes, as gun, 
piftols, and fabre, &c. others again holding 
kedyfalls or humbrellows, which fland on 
the ground and make a canopey Over Wy 
chaire, and another to fill and light my pipe; 
which being done, I order tie aforelaid 
bands of women to be unloaded, who have 
each a cafe of brandy, though cloathed in 
crimfon, green, blue, and black velvet 
and fine filks, and arrayed with great quan- 
tities of large corall (for my flaves buy me. 
things of all nations). -Befides 1 have many 
fine things which comes over land, by 4 
people which are called Madlays, and are i 
comeing fome months; their religion are 
Mahonictans {and tells me that near the lea 
on the other fide, are.a fort of white men); 
Ihave many of thefe people in my countrys 
and follow thare feveral » cupations as we} 
as trading, in wich I give them great encol- 
ragement (as I do to all ftrangers). Ihave 
appoimted a governor or petty king of thes 
owne over them; thefe ware the people 
who fome of them uled to go down 10 
Whidah and Jacquin, and come back and 
give us an accoumpg of the ftranger met 
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of thips and white man nny, to _— 
share, Which we long found to be true by 
their FUNS, powder, and all fortes of goods 
Srongitt from market to market. 

But to return: —— When J have finoked 
my pipe, and my people have pretty well 
exerciled theinfelves in actively of body, by 
running, leaping, and firing their arms, as 
f engaged, l order my brandy to be diltri- 
buted, which is foon made away with, and 
then the fun being pretty well gone, I re- 
tern home with the acclamations of my 

-ople, with my drums beating, and horns 
of diferent forts foundmg, with other forts 
of my country mufic, in wich I have 

reat. numbers day and night contigually 
employed about my houite. 

] jhall not trouble you much more on 
thefe things, but hope to hear from your 
Majefly per the aforefaid white man, who 
has promifed me to return, and bring 
back with him his aforefaid Jinguilter, Cap- 
tain Tom, who is one of the king of jac: 
quin’s family, who 1 took likewile at Ardah 
with him, and being defirousto go and fee 
England, I fend him, that on his return, 
uilels Death prevents, he may give me a 
large account of your Majeity, countries, 
and dominions ; and that he may the vetier 
quality himielf for the great pott of Yewo 
gah Als, Captain Wlanco, or the wiite 
man's cabofhiere, which | defign to give 
him on his return, and hope that he’] ‘be 
more fit and capabie to anfwer the white 
man’s ends than any one heretofore, know- 
ig their ways and cuftoms. 

Sv oncé more hapeing your Majefty, the 
company, or other trading fubje&ts, will 
hot tailto fend me back this white man, 
Whois now to be as much as my fon, whom 
J defign thall fucceed me, and whoever 
comes with him fhall not want encourage- 
meat; neither fhall any fhip that comes by 
his means, and to hin, pay any tribute or 
culloms to mcy as they did to the King of 
Ardah, for fix vears after hig arrival at 
Jacquin or Dawhomay. — : 

‘¢ can inform you more at large of my 
Wars, conquelis, pyreatncis, and grandeur, 
thoush a black; fo hall take leave, and 
“pe your God will always profper your 
Wars and undertakivgsy and commit the 
laid white man to his and your care, for I 
fhalli hot fail (as I have already done ) to of- 
f F acriiices to mine continually tor his pre- 
“vation and fafe return, with ailurances to 
them, that onit I will vive tor that _purpofe, 
Oxen, hoes, fheep, and goats, cc. and 
Mall be inore rejoiced at it, than at the 
Breateit batue or conqueft I ever won; fo 

remain, withthe moft profound refpect, 


— Gods have made us blacks to ferve 
, 


On Old Age : from the French of Mr. Mercier. 
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Great Prince, 
Your Majefty’s moft faithful and obedi- 
ent friend humble fervant, 
Trudo Audato Povefaw Daujerenjon 
, Suveveto Enc-Mottee Addce Pow, 
a2 Powlo Cow Hullow Neccrefy, 
Emperorot Dawhomay. 

P. S, Could I write my own mind, or 
explain myfelf as IT would, I fhould fay a 
great deal, but believe this white man haa 
done it as much as pollible. 


On Old Age + from the French of Mr. Mer- 
cle? 


DO not fee any great harm arifing from 

an extortionate financier’s growing old, 
but if we fhould think of a Newton's being 
reduced to a ftate of childhood, not having 
the leaft idea of the fublime truths he ditco- 
vered ; what a humiliation were it to hu- 
man nature ! 

Age depriving our organs of their ftrength 
and clafticity, fubititutes, at laft a foft and 
eafy death for thafe violent and painiul ones, 
when life truegles, with its greateft efiorts, 
againft deftruction, and where. convulfions 
arife from this dreadful conflict. There is 
none of that bere; it isa light that wavers, 
evaporates, and 1s extingulthed: 

Nature, without our participation, knows 
when to refign us, making the paflage eafy 
by. flow and imperceptible gradations. ‘The 
habit of living excludes from our thoughts 
the end of our career; we are near the goal, 
and yet believe we have along raceto run. 
Our hopes even become more fanguine as 
our term advances. A man of ninety five 
years old reads in a news paper of one that 
lived to one hundred and eighteen ; he flat- 
ters him!.'f with the fame privilege, and 
is confirrs®d in his idea as he reads, and fo 
clofes the Centenary Almanac. 

Yet, if death did not charitably and 
mildly deliver the old man from the inevi- 
table progreffion of the laws of motion, he 
would be buried in his own carcafe ; the ob | 
flructed veffels, the glutinous fluids, the offi- 
fied cartilages, the rigid mufcles, the blood, 
drying up, every thing would transform in- 
to a ftatue the body once fo fupple and 
flexible ; andthe foul, a prifoner to the ter- 
reitrial principle of Fave, would languifh ig, 
a cold mafs, and figh for its deliverance. 

Weare led on to age by an infenlible de- 
clivity ; we lofe our talents, we forget our 
wants, with the faculty of fatisfying themé 
What we looked on in our youth as priva~. 
tions, are no longer fo; the heart that 
longed for much, 1s fatisfied with a little ; 
it makes a new world of the narrow {pace it. 
occupies ; that fpace is fufficient ; it was en= 
gaged in great fchemes; nowa night gown, 
the goflipmg of a neighbour, or to.rclate the 

news 





